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Army Set To Burn Vegetation

At Fort Ord In Three Days

Voluntary Relocation Plan in Effect

 


The Army plans to conduct a prescribed burn to remove brush so workers can safely remove unexploded ammunition and explosives left from Fort Ord's military training days. The Army wants to clean up this land before someone is seriously injured or killed.

The prescribed burn date could still change, if weather conditions change. The Army will post daily updates on its hotline at (831) 242‑7383 or 1‑800‑852‑9699, and on its website: www.fortordcleanup.com.


"We want to burn when weather conditions let smoke rise quickly and blow away at high altitudes. If weather conditions on Monday (October 13) morning are not ideal, we could postpone the burn," said Jim Willison, Director, Environmental and Natural Resources at the Presidio of Monterey.

 

Pollutants
Some community residents are concerned that prescribed burns at the former Fort Ord could trigger unexploded ordnance and explosives, releasing pollutants. The Army, working with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the California Department of Toxic Substances Control, studied and estimated pollutants that incidental detonation of ordnance or explosives could release during a fire. The amounts proved so small that agency experts concluded a fire on Fort Ord land is basically no different from a fire on land with similar vegetation but no explosives.

 

Voluntary Relocation Program
Residents of Monterey County wanting to leave the area during the prescribed burn can do so at Army expense.  The Army will pay for meals, lodging and transportation. In addition, the Army will provide Government-paid hotel accommodations and supply food vouchers to those who opt to relocate. Those residents interested in relocating should register no later than tomorrow. For relocation assistance, burn notification and general information, please phone the Army at (831) 242‑7383 or 1‑800‑852‑9699.

Smoke Exposure Reduction
People sensitive to smoke who choose to remain in the area during the burn can reduce smoke exposure by reducing outside activities, remaining indoors as much as possible, limiting physical activity and making sure any necessary medications are on hand. 

For information call Lauren Solis at DLI Public Affairs, 831‑242‑6430 or 831-915-7326.
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