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Presidio welcomes new battalion commander





The Army’s largest military intelligence battalion will welcome a new commander Tuesday at 4 p.m. during a change of command ceremony on the Presidio of Monterey’s Soldier field.


Lt. Col. George B. Scott will replace Lt. Col. Jayvee Viaene as the commander of the 229th Military Intelligence Battalion, home to nearly 2,000 Army student linguists at the Defense Language Institute.


Viaene will move to Fort McNair, near Washington D.C., to attend the Army Staff College.


Scott moves to the Presidio after serving as chief of intelligence plans at U.S. Army Forces Central Command in Atlanta, Georgia.  He deployed to Kuwait in November with Headquarters, Combined Forces Land Component Command, as part of Operation Enduring Freedom.


He was commissioned as a Military Intelligence Officer in May 1984 after graduating from Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service.  His initial assignments took him to Korea with the 2nd Infantry Division and Fort Bragg, North Carolina, where he served with XVIII Airborne Corps, the 82nd Airborne Division, and 525th Military Intelligence Brigade where he served as a ground surveillance radar platoon leader, operations officer and company commander.  While in command, he led his unit to Panama for Operation Just Cause and deployed to Saudi Arabia in August 1990 as an intelligence liaison officer to allied forces during Operation Desert Shield and Desert Storm. 


	He was selected to be a Middle East Foreign Area Officer, and completed Arabic language studies at the Defense Language Institute before studies at the State Department’s Foreign Service Institute.  


	Scott returned to the Middle East in 1998 for duty with the military assistance program at the American Embassy in Amman, Jordan, serving as security assistance officer and joint actions officer.


	He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Foreign Service and a Master of Science degree in Strategic Intelligence.  He is a graduate of the Military Intelligence Officer Basic and Advanced Courses, the Post Graduate Intelligence Program, the Defense Language Institute and the Army’s Command and General Staff Officer’s Course.  His awards and decorations include the Bronze Star Medal, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, Army Commendation Medal, Joint Service Achievement Medal, Army Achievement Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Southwest Asia Service Medal, Humanitarian Service Medal, Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon, Saudi Arabia Liberation Medal, Kuwaiti Liberation Medal and Joint Meritorious Unit Citation, as well as the Ranger Tab, Master Parachutist Badge, Air Assault Badge and Tunisian Parachutist Badge.   


His wife, Debra, and their two children, Alexandra and Nicholas, join him in command.





MEDIA NOTE: Media members desiring to cover the event should contact Mitch Frazier for instructions on accessing the installation.  Requests to cover the event should be made no later than Noon Tuesday.  Frazier can be reached at 242-6427 or 915-7326.
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