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Army cancels 2002 prescribed burn plans

The Army announced today that it has reluctantly cancelled plans to conduct a prescribed burn this year.  The vegetation has become too wet to burn effectively and site conditions will not sufficiently improve to enable a burn before December 31, 2002 when the Army’s current burn season expires in accordance with the Biological Opinion issued by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for the former Fort Ord.

The planned 493 acre prescribed burn is necessary to clear thick vegetation from ranges 43-48 so that workers can safely locate and remove the ordnance and explosives (OE).  The OE existing on these ranges presents a significant safety risk to people that trespass.  The ranges are fenced, posted with warning signs and patrolled by the Army to keep people out but there is a history of trespassing in spite of these efforts.  The Amy urges people to obey the signs and fences and stay out of these restricted areas. 

The one to two day burn will be rescheduled at the first opportunity during the Army’s 2003 burn season that lasts from July 1 - December 31, months when the appropriate weather conditions can occur.

more

2/2/2/

[image: image1.wmf] 

Below is a photo of a 40 mm grenade in area near Ranges 43-48.  This item, as well as other types of ordnance and explosives, are present at or near the surface of Ranges 43-48.  These items are highly explosive and so sensitive that they can be detonated at the slightest disturbance.  These items are near residential areas and schools.  The temptation to trespass is high; in 1999 several middle school children trespassed in this area and collected a number of inert practice rifle grenades.  Miraculously, they only collected practice grenades in spite of the fact that high explosive rifle grenades are in the same area.    
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